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Bruno... Joyce... Lacan, three heretics:
From infinite worlds to the knots of desire
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Discussing Finnegans Wake, while competent accounts of Giambattista Vico’s
system are often provided, one rarely finds clear explanations of Giordano
Bruno’s complex ideas, often reduced to the “coincidence of contraries,” a term
he had borrowed from Nicholas of Cusa. Joyce himself ended up radically
changing his mind about the nature of Bruno’s philosophy. In fact, Bruno was
one of the first figures of rebellion that Joyce had chosen for himself, opting for a
similar kind of heresy, thus risking if not his life (Bruno was burned at the stake
by the Roman Inquisition in 1600), at least his career and reputation. Bruno also
became a model for Lacan who quoted him regularly. All three, Bruno, Joyce and
Lacan, identified themselves as “heretics.” For Bruno, the revolutionary jolt came
from the discovery of the infinity of worlds, for Joyce it was a kind of textual
infinity that he was after, for Lacan it was the logic of the signifier that made him
break with the dominant psychoanalytic doxa. What is less known is that Bruno
launched a theory of ”binding” and “knots” in De Vinculis, a last text that
anticipates the Lacanian Borromean knot. From Bruno to Lacan via Joyce, one
understands how the artist inscribes a symptom as a knot creatively binding the

three rings of the Real, the Symbolic and the Imaginary, the heretic trinity (R,S,1).
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